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Amendment to the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A tablet feeder comprising: 

a tablet accommodating section capable of accommodating a multiplicity of tablets; 

a tablet array member which is rotatablv disposed in the tablet accommodating section 
and which, while being driven and'rotated, retains the tablets one after another in pockets defined 
in an outer periphery thereof and discharges them at a discharge position; and 

a partitioning member for partitioning tablets contained in the pockets of the tablet anay 
member, the partitioning member including a partitioning portion having a brush-like shape and 
including a plurality of brush elements that extend into the pockets as thev rotat e the pockets 
rotate through the discharge position such that the tablets retained in the pockets of the tablet 
array member are discharged by a predetermined number, 

w herein a first peggo aplurality of the brush elements located at an end of the partitioning 
portion are linear members and a second plurality of the brush elements hav e a U ohapo so os to 
pr o v i de a round e d tit) portionhave a U-shape formed bv conn e cting ends of two adjacent brush 
elements so as to provide a rounded tip portion . 



2. (Currently Amended) The tablet feeder according to claim 1, wherein the brush elements 
constituting are tilt e d are tilted toward a downstream side relative to a rotational direction of the 
tablet array member. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder according to claim 1, wherein each of the brush 
elements has a cross section that is generally oval shape, and a minor axis of the oval shape is 
directed along the rotational direction of the tablet array member. 

4. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder according to claim 1, wherein each of the brush 
elements comprises a plurality of filaments that are held together so as to form the U-shape and 
the rounded tip. 

5. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder according to claim 2, wherein each of the brush 
elements is oval shaped in cross section, and a minor axis of the oval cross section is directed 
along the rotational direction of the tablet array member. 

6. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder according to claim 2, wherein each of the brush 
elements comprises a plurality of filaments that are held together so as to form the U-$hape and 
the rounded tip. 

7. (Previously Presented) The tablet feeder according to claim 3, wherein each of the brush 
elements comprises a plurality of filaments that are held together so as to form the U-shape and 
the rounded tip. 

3 



PAGE 3/7 1 RCVD AT 10/2312009 5:53:49 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO«EFXRF-5/42 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:202 721 8250 * DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



;OCT. 23. 2009 5:53PM WL&P 



NO. 2434 P. 4 



8 . (Previously Presented) A tablet feeder comprising: 

a tablet accommodating section capable of accommodating a multiplicity of tablets; 

a tablet airay member which is rotatably disposed in the tablet accommodating section 
and which, while being driven and rotated, retains the tablets one after another in pockets defined 
in an outer periphery thereof such that the tablets can be discharged at a discharge position; and 

a partitioning member including a partitioning portion having a brush -s hflD e p Iuralitv of 
brush elements, the partitioning portion being disposed in the vicinity of the discharge position 
such that the pockets are partitioned so that upper tablets are prevented from falling into a lower 
portion of the pocket, and thereby the tablets retained in the peefee tpockets of the tablet array 
member are discharged by a predetermined number, 

wherein at least two adjacent brush elements among the brush elements constituting the 
partitioning portion of the partitioning member are connected so as to form a tip bont in a U 
shap ell-shaped tip portion . 
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